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In direkter Nachbarschaft zu den
Saulen Salomos befindet sich ein
Tempel, der der agyptischen Gottin
Hathor (Himmelsgottin des Westens,
Totengottin und Gottin der Liebe,
des Friedens, der Schonheit, des
Tanzes, der Kunst und der Musik
[Wikipedia]) gewidmet war.
Oberhalb des Tempels befindet sich
eine Felsinschrift, die den Pharao
Ramses II zeigt, der der Gottin
Hathor opfert. Aut Grund des
Bezugs zu Ramses II wird der
Tempel in das 12. Jh. v. Chr. datiert.
Es wird angenommen, dass der
Tempel von agyptischen
Minenarbeitern erbaut wurde, die in
den nahegelegenen Minen Kupfer
abbauten.
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Hathor Temple
The Miners Temple

For most of the periods of activity in Timna, the temple served as the valley's key cultic

site. An altar was carved out of the bedrock at the time of the earliest human presence

at Timna. In the 14th to the 12th centuries BCE, Egyptian expeditions built their main

cultic site in the region and a rectangular chamber near the cliff face. Within the

chamber a large niche was hewn that apparently held a statue of the Egyptian goddess

Hathor, the guardian of the miners. It seems that Egyptian rituals and local Midianite

rituals eventually took place side by side here. After the Egyptians had abandoned the

shrine, only Midianite rituals were held here. Architectural elements were dismantled

from the sacred Egyptian chamber and disfigured to give them the appearance of

natural markers. At this point, the structure was entirely covered with cloth like a tent
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The Hathor and Ramses
Rock Engraving

Royal Egyptian rock engraving from the 12th century BCE in which
Ramses il (at left) hands an offering to the goddess Hathor (at right).
The goddess holds an Ankh - a symbol of fertility and life.

At the bottom of the scene is a hieroglyphic inscription with the ‘,
name and titles of the leader of the Egyptian expedition who left

the engraving behind: ; :Lr ' i/?L- ’[\-
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The Hathor and Ramses
Rock Engraving

Royal Egyptian rock engraving from the 12th century BCE in which
Ramses Il (at left) hands an offering to the goddess Hathor (at right).
The goddess holds an Ankh - a symbol of fertility and life.

At the bottom of the scene is a hieroglyphic inscription with the
name and titles of the leader of the Egyptian expedition who left
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